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Abstract: Unrecognized in the Horn of Africa is the state of Somaliland. Referred to as the African state formation 
paradigm, Somaliland is a distinct entity from its neighbor to the south. However, Somaliland's integration of 
customary power into the national administration deviates from the normative standards associated with effective 
statehood. While the goal of Somaliland's hybrid government is peace and stability, pressure to democratize 
government structures is fueling conflict between the region's new democratic administration and the traditional 
Somali way of governance. This paper looks closely at the institutions, structures, and unique organs of the 
Somaliland government's governance. In contrast to the ongoing string of unsuccessful projects in Somalia, 
Somaliland demonstrates how the absence of international state-building initiatives and the capacity to carefully 
tailor the project to the particular case can facilitate the creation of the state and produce a project that reflects both 
internal and external demands and desires. 
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1. Introduction 

It is thought that the history of governance dates back to the beginning of institutionalization and human 
control. Numerous authors have linked its materialization to various historical periods and social groups. 
Shah (2006), for example, stated that the concept of governance dates back to the Greek city-states around 
750 BCE. However, the World Bank and the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (2006) 
linked their history to the first Chinese dynasty, the Xia, which began in 2070 BC, and an earlier valley 
civilization in ancient India circa 2500 BC.  

The term "governance" often refers to a more comprehensive situation than just how governments wield their 
power. Its implications are fundamental to the idea that the State and civil society are distinct yet, 
complementary institutions. In this sense, civil societies are vital to the exercise of power, and the 
government does not manage all aspects of national affairs on its own. Thus, good governance is defined as 
having all the elements of society working together harmoniously and the whole system operating 
effectively, Bevir, M. (2012). On the other side, poor governance is defined as the breakdown and absence of 
coordinated and cooperative national aspects (Hufty. M, 2011). 

This paper is separated into four main sections: the first section provides background information on 
Somaliland; the second section discusses Somaliland's governance; the third section examines the various 
branches and agencies of Somaliland's government, including the legislative, executive, and judicial 
branches as well as the local and regional governments; the fourth section delves deeply into the unique 
branches of Somaliland governance. 

2. Somaliland Context 

Soon after the Somali Republic civil war concluded in 1991, Somaliland proclaimed its independence. A 
system of administration based mostly on clans but yet somewhat democratic was established at the Borama 
Conference in 1993 after a series of inter-clan conferences (MONPD, 2011).  

Following several extensions of the interim government's mandate, Somaliland's government became a 
multi-party democracy in 2002. Six political parties ran in the district council elections, but only the top three 
emerged as national political parties. The first president of Somaliland to be elected in a free and fair election 
was Daher Riyale Kahin in 2003. The second president to be chosen in a transparent and impartial election 
was H.E. Ahmed Mohamed Mohamoud Silanyo in 2010, and the third elected president was Muse Bihi Abdi 
in 2017 (Nur, 2010). 



The Review of Contemporary Scientific and Academic Studies 
An International Multidisciplinary Online Journal 

www.thercsas.com 

ISSN: 2583-1380             Vol. 4 | Issue No. 8 | August 2024             Impact Factor: 6.53                  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
A Review of the Somaliland Governance 
Mustafe Mahamoud Abdillahi                         https://doi.org/10.55454/rcsas.4.08.2024.001  

2 

Rebuilding its public and private infrastructure, as well as establishing a system of fundamental public 
administration, are among the many accomplishments Somaliland is credited within academic and 
development circles. Furthermore, it has taken in and is still taking in hundreds of thousands of returnees 
(NRC 2010). 

The region of the former British Somaliland, which is 137,600 square kilometers in size with an 850-
kilometer northern coastline, is claimed by Somaliland. Based on World Population View 2024, Somaliland's 
population is estimated to be 6.2 million people, of which roughly 55% are believed to be nomadic. The 
population of mostof Somaliland's cities has increased significantly lately, and the metropolitan area of 
Hargeisa is presently thought to have over 1.177,000 residents. a 4.44% increase from 2023. World 
Population View (2024). 

3. Somaliland Governance  

The three branches of Somaliland's government are established by the constitution: the legislature, which is 
made up of the lower House of Representatives and the upper House of Elders (Guurti); the judiciary; and 
the executive President, who appoints a cabinet of ministers subject to parliamentary approval. Gettleman, J. 
(7 March 2007).  

The constitution of Somaliland is open to interpretation. The functions of the several organs of government 
and the allocation of duties between the government and the two Houses of Parliament are still unclear 
(Bradbury, 2008). At the moment, customary practices fill up some of the legal gaps left by the constitution, 
which calls on by-laws to provide clarification on its provisions.  

Far from being anachronisms, the clan councils and elders as social structures, as well as the age-old cultural 
norms of arbitration, mediation, and consensus decision-making, along with the xeer's recovery amongst 
clans, were crucial to Somaliland's state creation and governance after the conflict. Elders typically serve as 
mediators and peacemakers since they are representations rather than executive leaders (Bradbury, 2008). 

Clan-based politics and leaders continue to be important, particularly at the local level, even after the country 
adopted a formal democratic system (Aslam, 2014). Elders have a crucial role in settling conflicts and 
preserving communal harmony, and traditional leaders can exert a direct or indirect effect on the political 
process. According to Hansen and Bradbury (2007) (quoted in Aslam, 2014), the Somali lineage system still 
has a significant impact on the political system, even though the goal of the 2002 elections in Somaliland 
was to move from clan-based politics to multi-party politics (p: 467). 

4. Branches of the Somaliland Government 

4.1. The Legislature 

Legislative assemblies, such as those in countries, nations, or cities, are deliberative bodies endowed with the 
authority to make laws legally. They are often compared to the judicial and executive arms of government. 
Local, state/provincial/regional, federal, and even supranational legislatures like the European 
Parliament/African Parliament can all have legislatures. It differs from country to country whether 
subnational legislatures have the power to pass legislation through legislative processes as opposed to merely 
carrying out administrative tasks. Primary legislation is the term used to describe laws passed by legislatures. 
Legislators can also alter the relevant budget in addition to overseeing and guiding official actions. Wim V. 
(December 2009). 

The Upper House of Elders (Guurti) and the House of Representatives, both with 82 members apiece, 
comprise Somaliland's Parliament. There is now only one woman in the House of Representatives and none 
in the Guurti.  In Africa, the Guurti is a singular kind of governance. It is made up of Somali clan leaders and 
combines traditional political organization with contemporary political institutions. It is a moral authority 
whose duties include upholding peace and security, as well as safeguarding Somaliland's traditions. 
Reviewing proposed laws from the Lower House and the Government is its responsibility (Bradbury, 2008). 
Legislation proposed by the Council of Ministers may be introduced, amended, rejected, or approved by the 
House of Representatives, which is the primary legislative body. Serving as a check on the Executive's 
power is one of its primary duties.  
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The Lower House has extensive legislative authority over financial topics under the Constitution. Its ability 
to accept, reject, or change the government's yearly budget as well as its authority to view the annual 
expenditure reports that the administration is required to provide are its two most powerful checks on 
executive power. The single most significant step towards establishing a democratic, constitutionally based 
governing system in Somaliland was the creation of the parliament in 2005.Adan Yusuf Abokor, et al (2005). 
The functions of the legislature and any other relevant information were outlined in Chapter 2, Part I, 
Articles 38–79 of the Somaliland Constitution. 

4.2. The Judiciary  

The judiciary is the branch of the legal system that represents the state in interpreting, upholding, and 
administering the law. Another approach to consider the judiciary is as a means of settling conflicts. 
Following the theory of the division of powers, the judiciary interprets, upholds, and administers the law to 
the specific facts of every instance as opposed to enacting legislation (which is the responsibility of the 
legislative) or carrying out the executive branch's mandate. Nonetheless, the judiciary does create common 
law in some nations (Bühlmann, M., & Kunz. R, 2011). 

The judicial branch can amend legislation in numerous jurisdictions by using the judicial review process. A 
court has the jurisdiction to declare laws and regulations of a state invalid if it finds that they are in 
disagreement with having a higher standard, such as fundamental legislation, constitutional laws, treaty 
provisions, or international law. Judges are essential to the interpretation and application of constitutions in 
common law countries, which helps shape the body of laws outlined in the Constitution (Luney Jr, P. R, 
1990). 

The civil system serves as the foundation for Somaliland's legal system, which has both its composition and 
capabilities outlined in Law No 41 in 1993 (Law Governing the Judiciary's Organization), which was passed 
by Parliament. The independence of the judiciary is emphasized in the constitution; however, this 
independence is functionally limited because the President is constitutionally authorized to select justices for 
the Supreme Court and dismiss them from their positions, and the responsibility of the Ministry of Justice is 
to manage the courts, salaries, and budgets (IRI, 2014). 

The legal system of Somaliland is founded on traditional Islamic Shariah law, which is a synthesis of several 
distinct legal systems. The state courts in Somaliland maintain Shariah even if there are no formal Shariah 
courts there. Somaliland courts apply regular common law as well as a type of British colonial law, in 
addition to Sharia. The United Nations (2006). Chapter four, articles 97–106, of the Somaliland constitution 
outlined all matters about the judiciary institution. 

4.3. The Executive 

Executing the law is the responsibility of the executive branch of government. Depending on the political 
climate in which it emerges, the scope of executive power can vary greatly and can change over the course of 
a country. In democracies, the executive often has a major influence on national politics, despite being 
frequently subject to constraints. Jenny S. Martinez (2006) 

As head of state, the President is meant to be re-elected every five years, though he typically holds the 
position for a longer period of time. The Council of Ministers, whose composition, responsibilities, and tasks 
are outlined in the constitution, is led by the President. The Somaliland constitution's chapter three, articles 
80-96, outlined the executive branch's authority, duties, and any other pertinent matters. 

4.5. Regional and Local Administration 

The administrative framework, consisting of six regions and 101 districts; 23 districts have district council 
elections held locally, districts are categorized A to D, with A being the highest and D being the lowest, were 
used to classify the districts based on area, population and density, economics, and production. There are 
parish councils in the capital Hargeisa with 17 members, district councils in A district with 13 members, B 
districts with 11, C districts with 9, and D districts with 7. (D districts will elect their local councils after 
parliament approval). The mayor is chosen by the district councils, who are directly elected by the district 
voters. There are established police and judicial systems in the twenty-three districts that have elected district 
councils. Tax money is transferred from the central government to the local, which then gives the districts 
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the money they need to pay civil officials, such as teachers and health care providers. Due to a lack of 
internal funding, the majority of districts rely heavily on the central government. 

The several regions are governed by regional councils, which are formed by the elected mayors. Governors 
are in charge of them; they are selected by the national government. Officially,  

The state's organization was outlined in the Somaliland constitution's chapter five miscellaneous provisions, 
part two, articles 109–112. The Regions & Districts Law (Law No: 23/2002), which has been significantly 
amended in 2007 and 2019 but has kept the same name and number, is the primary statute controlling local 
administration in Somaliland. There are currently 109 Articles in the modified law. 

District and council elections were held on May 31st, 2021. The elections were deemed free and credible by 
international observers and local observers and improvements to voter education, voter registration, and civic 
education are among the recommendations made by SONSAF (2021). In the 2021 elections, the National 
Electoral Commission works to increase election fairness and transparency by preventing duplicate voting 
and allowing voters to cast ballots at the location of registration. This boosted the pleasure of the outcome. 
SONSAF (2021). 

5. Special Organs of Somaliland State 

Article 113 of the Somaliland constitution lists the names of the special organs of the state, which are the 
procuracy, the central bank, the civil service agency, and the auditor general. Special organs are not included 
in the three main organs upon which the government of Somaliland bases its division of powers; instead, 
they fall under the executive branch. 

5.1. The Procuracy 

According to Article 103 of the Constitution of the Republic of Somaliland, the Attorney-General and the 
Deputies comprise the Procuracy, defined as the office or duties of a procurator or proctor. Furthermore, the 
Judiciary is defined by Article 99 as the Courts and the Procuracy. Article 113 declares the Procuracy to be 
one of several Special Organs of State, while Article 107 designates the Attorney-General as a member of 
the Judicial Commission. 

The Procuracy's primary responsibility is to ensure that all individuals and government agencies follow the 
law. In actuality, when it comes to prosecuting criminal matters before the nation's courts, the Attorney 
General and his Deputies represent the state. 

The Attorney-General is also charged with additional duties under Article 43 of the Law of the Organization 
of the Judiciary, which includes the protection of human rights, leading and supervising police 
investigations, and registering civil and business organizations. 

5.2. The Central Bank 

There are several titles for the body that manages the monetary and currency policies of a country or 
monetary union: including central bank, reserve bank, national bank, or monetary authority. The sole 
authority to increase the monetary base belongs to a central bank. unlike a commercial bank. To prevent 
bank runs, preserve the viability of the commercial banks under their supervision, and, where necessary, 
enforce the laws shielding customers from financial fraud, money laundering, and terrorism funding, 
Supervisory or regulatory powers are also possessed by numerous central banks. Roland (2014).  

The central bank was established in 1994 and was stipulated in Somaliland's constitution. It has sixteen 
branches across the nation in addition to its central office in Hargeisa. 

5.3. The Civil Service Agency 

One of the Republic of Somaliland's four constitutional commissions in charge of the civil service is the 
Somaliland Civil Service Commission. The government of Somaliland was founded in 1993 and is in charge 
of managing public servant hiring as well as spearheading decentralization initiatives.  

The Civil Service Commission is tasked with ensuring that appointments, promotions, disciplinary actions, 
and personnel separations within the Public Service are carried out in compliance with established protocols 
and guidelines. Additionally, the Commission is expected to provide strategic leadership and guidance to the 
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Public Service regarding human resource management and development. In addition, the CSC is responsible 
for encouraging policies that guarantee productive and successful work within the Civil Service as well as 
public administration ideals and principles across the Public Service (CSI, 2020).  

5.4. The Auditor General 

1993 saw the reestablishment of the National Audit Office (NAO), shortly after Somaliland had proclaimed 
its independence from Somalia in 1991. This Office, which is headed by an Auditor General with assistance 
from a Deputy Auditor General, is a crucial organization for monitoring public financial management, 
accountability, and transparency. The Auditor General's Office is a separate department from the other 
agencies and comprises five departments. Every department has a director who oversees the head section. 

Furthermore, the National Audit Act 76/2016 mandated the creation of a National Audit Commission to 
supervise matters related to Audit Human Resource Management, specifically hiring, staff development, and 
discipline. Section 6 of the National Audit Act 76/2016 assigns the following duties to the Auditor General: 

 The head of the National Audit Office and the public sector's external auditor is known as the 
Auditor General. 

 The AG will have total discretion in carrying out the external auditor's duties, which include 
reporting and inspecting public accounts, as well as handling public funds and encouraging more 
economy, efficiency, and efficacy in their use. The Auditor General shall not be directed or 
controlled by any person or entity in the performance of these duties. 

 The National Audit Office's main executive and accounting officer will be the Auditor General. 

 With membership in the Commonwealth Auditor Generals, the International Organization of 
Supreme Audit Institutions (INTOSAI), and other international accounting and auditing 
organizations and standard-setting agencies, the Auditor General will represent the Republic of 
Somaliland. According to Article 5, subsection 2, the OAG, led by the Auditor General, functions as 
an external auditor and is in charge of conducting audits of all four categories (Financial, 
Compliance, Performance, and Forensic). 

5.5. Nomination and Removal of Heads of State Organs 

 The Somaliland constitution permits the creation of additional organs if it is thought necessary. 
Somaliland constitution Article 114 outlined the Nomination and Removal from the office of heads 
of state organs 

 Before the appointee is sworn into office, the House of Representatives must approve the nomination 
of the Attorney General, the Governor of the Central Bank, the Chairman and Members of the Civil 
Service Agency, and the Auditor General. These appointments are made by the Chairman of the 
Council of Government (Cabinet). 

 Only the President has the authority to dismiss the Heads mentioned in this Article from their 
positions. According to the Constitution, state office holders whose nominations are pending 
confirmation cannot serve in a temporary capacity for longer than three months (while waiting for 
confirmation). 

 The Constitution prohibits public office holders whose appointments are subject to confirmation 
from serving in a temporary capacity for longer than three months (while waiting for confirmation). 

Conclusions 

It is to conclude that the present paper discussed Somaliland's governance, Somaliland proclaimed its 
independence after a long war with the military regime in Somaliland on May 18th, 1991, and it made its 
referendum on May 31st, 2001. Somaliland constitution classified the structure and organs of government, 
this paper looks at governance, Somaliland governance, the three main branches or organs of the 
government, (Legislators, Judiciary, and Executive), and special organs of the state (The Procuracy, The 
Central Bank, The Civil Service Agency and The Auditor General). 
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